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Welcome!

1. Please take ONE handout PER FAMILY.

2. If you’re here on or before 6:00 PM, put 
your names in the early bird drawing!

3. Sit with your family.



Housekeeping Details 

• Thank you to Nelson, Lee, Bui, and Viljoen families for treats.

• If you weren’t here last week, all handouts are on my website under 
Let’s Write Together tab.



6 Word Summaries from Last Week’s Class



Tonight’s Big Idea

•Use a wide range of details.



Step 1

• Learn to notice different kinds of details when you 
read.

•Remember to read for fun first. Then, go back and 
read like a writer, searching for fabulous range of 
detail evidence.



Our Mentor Text
For Tonight

• “Where I’m From”

•By George Ella Lyon

• Family tree poem

•Auger

•Carbon-tetrachloride



Step 2

•After you’ve read/written a piece, see if there is a range of 
details, using Mrs. Tom’s Handy Dandy Range of Detail Checklist.

• Lots of details are great, but lots of different kinds of details is a 
writing super power.

• If your teacher says, “Add more details,” add more of the ones you 
don’t have.

• Also, pay attention to the ones you use often.  Pay attention to the 
kinds you like a lot.

• Keep this paper forever!  



Step 3

• If you’re the reader, ask yourself, “What details does this writer use really 
well?  Can I borrow his/her technique in my own writing? Does this writer 
need more kinds of details?  

• If you’re the writer, ask yourself the following questions:

• 1. Do I have enough details?

• 2. Do I use one kind of detail over and over again?

• 3. Do I use a range of different kinds of details?

• 4. Are there some that I just don’t need for this piece of writing?

• 5. What’s the kind of detail I like best?



You Got This



Let’s Write

•Write a list poem describing where you’re from, using a 
range of details about the lives of you and your relatives.

•Use whatever structure you want, but GEL does this:
• First stanza: Details from her home
• Second stanza: Details from one “branch” of her family tree.
• Third stanza: Details from the other “branch” of her family 

tree – and a closing line – feel free to borrow GEL’s last 
lines!

• There is rhythm with repeated words, but no rhyming.  



More Ideas

• Objects found in homes
• Objects found in yards
• Items found in neighborhoods
• Food traditions
• Relative’s names
• Hiding places
• Smells and tastes
• Central events
• Church experiences
• Relative’s/Parent’s work
• Things people said
• Names of towns 
• Names of streets



Be Gentle With Your Writer Self

• Go for it. Put yourself on that piece of paper.

• No grades. It’s all good. Only positive comments about writing will be 
heard in this room. You are surrounded by an audience who loves you 
– or at least one person who does!

• Write a crummy first draft.  It’s OK!  

• Crummy writing helps you get to the good stuff.

• It’s part of the process.

• Get some treats – writers need to be nourished!



Quick Writing

• Write for 12 minutes and 17 seconds without stopping.

• Don’t worry about spelling.  Use the words that are perfect for your piece 
even if you have no idea how to spell them.

• If you get stuck, write xoxoxoxxoxoxxoxo until you aren’t anymore. When 
you finish, you can go back and cross those xoxoxoxoxox’s out.  

• No talking or moving around or crunching food wrappers. Respect the 
creative energy that’s flowing in this room.  

• If you have a question, trust yourself.  Answer it yourself.  Write what you 
want to write!  

• I will tell you when we have one minute left.

• If you finish early, reread your piece  Notice what you love!



Golden Lines

• Parents and students, reread your own piece.

• Write your golden line on an index card and turn it in to me before 
you leave.  Don’t forget your name.



Sharing

• Peter Elbow says, “When we read our words to others, we learn 
about our writing with enormous efficiency simply by feeling the 
shapes of our words and sentences in our mouths and hearing them 
in our ears.  It’s an easy way to learn about writing.  Hear what you 
like and imitate it.  Hear what you don’t like and get rid of it.”

• Sharing Plan
• First: Parent and child(ren) share with each other. 

• Next: A few volunteers share with the entire room.



SAY BACK Response

• Listen TO A WRITER READ HIS OR HER PIECE.

• IF NECESSARY, ASK TO HEAR IT AGAIN.

• IF NECESSARY, JOT DOWN KEY WORDS.

• Say back WHAT STANDS OUT, USING THE WRITER’S EXACT WORDS.  THIS CAN BE AN 
ENTIRE SENTENCE OR JUST A FEW WORDS. NO critique.  NO advice.

• Ask if it’s OK to discuss WHAT THE WRITER DID TO MAKE THOSE WORDS WORTH SAYING 
BACK!

• Ask YOURSELF:  DO I WANT TO DO THE SAME THING IN MY OWN WRITING?





Next Meeting

• I’ll see you again on 1/24.

• Same time. Same place.

• No prep for you. Just come ready to write.

• Arrive on or before 6PM to be eligible for the early bird drawing.



Writing wisdom before the drawing!

• “What we celebrate, we get more of.” – Carl Anderson

• Don’t forget to send me your

6 word summaries.

• Don’t forget to give me 

your golden line card.

• …and the early bird winner is….


